
Transparency with Public

Safety Drone Programs
This presentation aims to discuss the importance of transparency and public engagement in the deployment of drone technologies by public safety agencies.



Introduction to Public Safety Drone Programs

ENHANCE EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Drones can provide a bird's-eye view of incident
scenes, allowing first responders to assess
situations more effectively and make informed
decisions.

IMPROVE SEARCH AND RESCUE

Drones can be deployed to locate and track
missing persons or victims in difficult-to-reach
areas, increasing the chances of successful
rescue operations.

SUPPORT PUBLIC SAFETY INVESTIGATIONS

Drones can be used to collect aerial footage and
data during investigations, providing valuable
evidence and insights to law enforcement
agencies.

ENHANCE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS

Drones can be used to monitor public events,
natural disasters, and other critical situations,
enabling real-time information sharing and
decision-making for public safety personnel.

PUBLIC SAFETY DRONE PROGRAMS OFFER A WIDE RANGE OF BENEFITS,  FROM ENHANCING
EMERGENCY RESPONSE TO IMPROVING SEARCH AND RESCUE OPERATIONS AND

SUPPORTING INVESTIGATIONS. BY LEVERAGING DRONE TECHNOLOGY, PUBLIC SAFETY
AGENCIES CAN BETTER PROTECT THEIR COMMUNITIES AND SAVE LIVES.



“"Transparency is the

cornerstone of public trust."”



Stakeholder Engagement in

Public Safety Drone Programs

DRONE OPERATORS 

Drone Operators, for
Municipal Agencies

COMMUNITY

Those living in and visiting
your area

JUDICIAL SYSTEM

Prosecution, Defense and
Civil Liberties

LOCAL LEADERS

City & County 

LAWMAKERS

State and Federal



The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is the United
States government agency responsible for the

regulation and oversight of civil aviation.

Federal Aviation

Administration



Reality vs Myths.....Let's Debunk Some of These Concerns

Privacy Considerations in

Public Safety Drone Programs

2.FACIAL RECOGNITION
WITH A DRONE

Fear that a drone equipped
with facial recognition

technology, could
potentially be used to

identify and track
individuals without their

consent.

5. DRONE MAPPING A
NEIGHBORHOOD

Fear that a drone will
capture detailed aerial

maps of a neighborhood,
which could be used for

various purposes, including
surveillance and

monitoring, without the
residents' knowledge or

consent.

4. DRONE EQUIPPED
WITH THERMAL

IMAGING 

Fear that a drone with a
thermal imaging camera,
which could be used to

monitor private activities
inside homes, raising

concerns about invasions
of privacy.

3. DRONE MONITORING
A PUBLIC PROTEST

Fear that a drone is
monitoring a public

protest, sparking debates
about the balance between
public safety and the right

to privacy and free
assembly.

1. DRONES HOVERING
OVER RESIDENTIAL

AREA

Fear that a drone may
capture aerial footage of a
residential neighborhood,

raising concerns about
privacy and surveillance of

private homes.















MAPPING?

https://earth.google.com/earth/d/17l4fTVm3HdnIh3dXBtImcWwN_4KOexc_?usp=sharing


Capital

City 

Challenge

WHY WE FOCUS ON TRANSPARENCY



How Salt Lake City Police Address Transparency

FLIGHT LOGS
All pilots maintain a flight log

FLEET MANAGMENT
All flights, telemetry and flight
characteristics documented in a
fleet management system

WEBPAGE
Public facing webpage with details
about the program and information
about how to reach out for
questions or complaints

*Public Facing Dashboards
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DIGITAL DATA
Any recorded media (video &
photos) is removed from the drone.
If it is evidence, it is subject to all
laws and policies regarding
evidence

DOCUMENTATION
Our pilots either write a report or
note the use of a drone in the call
log. 

GRAMA REQUESTS
All drone activity is connected to a
case number for GRAMA purposes
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Fleet Management

https://app.airdata.com/main?a=home


Dashboard Example from Sacramento PD

Dashboard Example from Chula Vista PD

Website

https://app.airdata.com/u/spduas
https://www.chulavistaca.gov/departments/police-department/programs/uas-drone-program
https://police.slc.gov/resources/drone-program/


Digital Evidence

UTAH CODE

72-10-803

WHAT DOES
REMOVE FROM
DRONE MEAN?

Formatting the digital
captures from memory
card or internal storage

EVIDENCE

Pilots record the
flights, but only upload
actual evidence.
Everything else is
deleted and noted

TRAINING FLIGHTS

Pilots will retain training flight data but
still remove this from the memory card
or internal memory. This is noted in
documentation

HOW IS EVIDENCE HANDLED

The same as body worn cameras,
crime scene images and police
reports. 

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title72/Chapter10/72-10-S803.html?v=C72-10-S803_2023050320230503




Without the Data

Trust is Lost

Conspiracy Usually Fills the Void

GRAMA



Recap

Document license, dates and renewals

Document, keep current, monthly FAA reports

Document when you train, what you train and how
you maintain equipment.

Document when you used a drone, why you used a
drone and any necessary information. 

PART 107 LICENSE

COA & WAIVERS

TRAINING & MAINTENANCE

FLIGHT RECORDS



Questions?

FLIGHT RADAR 24

WHAT IS TRUE?

https://www.flightradar24.com/40.79,-111.88/12
https://www.defense.gov/news/releases/release/article/4006538/dhs-fbi-faa-dod-joint-statement-on-ongoing-response-to-reported-drone-sightings/


Let's work together.

Hey, there!

Contact Information:
Sgt. Josh Ashdown

joshua.ashdown@slc.gov


